Parents Newsletter Spring 1996 by La Salle University
La Salle University
La Salle University Digital Commons
Parents' Newsletter University Publications
Spring 1996
Parents Newsletter Spring 1996
La Salle University
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.lasalle.edu/parents_newsletter
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the University Publications at La Salle University Digital Commons. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Parents' Newsletter by an authorized administrator of La Salle University Digital Commons. For more information, please contact
careyc@lasalle.edu.
Recommended Citation
La Salle University, "Parents Newsletter Spring 1996" (1996). Parents' Newsletter. 3.
https://digitalcommons.lasalle.edu/parents_newsletter/3
P A R E N T S
La Salle University 
founded by the
Brothers of the Christian Schools 
in 1863
NEWSLETTER
Volume XII Issue 1 • Spring 1996
Parents Back Successful 
’95 Weekend Program
More than 900 members o f approxi­
mately 350 families helped make the 
Twelfth Annual Parents’ Weekend 
“a resounding success,” according to 
Brother Andrew Bartley, FSC, Coor­
dinator of La Salle’s Parents’ Associa­
tion. The event, held on campus 
October 14 and 15, was planned with 
“the enthusiastic leadership of Mr. 
and Mrs. William Jones, Co-chairs of 
our Parents’ Committee.”
Featuring lectures by faculty, an ad­
dress by President Joseph F. Burke, 
FSC, a band concert, and meals rang­
ing from a box lunch to an elegant, 
reservations-only President’s Ban­
quet for almost 400, the popular 
weekend attained its purpose “of 
bringing families and La Salle closer 
together,” according to Brother An­
drew.
In addition to the traditional events, 
special events for this year’s weekend 
included a video-making workshop for 
parents and students presented by the 
Communications Department; a tour 
of the Peale House and environs by Dr. 
James Butler and President Burke; The 
Masque’s brief and often funny high­
lights from several plays; and a demon­
stration of karate by La Salle’s Karate 
Club. All were well-attended.
La Salle Expands Internet Use to Benefit Students
BY TIMOTHY ESPOSITO ‘97 
History/English Major
As La Salle moves into the twenty- 
first century, one of its most quickly 
developing areas is that of electronic 
technology. Since 1989, the Univer­
sity has had access to the continually 
expanding Internet. Now, with the 
growing popularity of the World 
Wide Web (WWW), La Salle is en­
tering a new phase of technology.
Already, La Salle has eight classroom 
environments that are composed en­
tirely of computers. The newly reno­
vated H olroyd com puter lab is 
composed entirely of Pentium proc­
essor based computers, as is the new 
lab in Olney 129. While these rooms 
are reserved for classroom use, the 
Wister Lab is open to the use of all 
students of the University. Despite 
the different locations of the labs, all 
the University’s computers offer the 
same options. Since all computers in 
the University’s labs are connected to 
a Local Area Network (LAN) they 
read from the same source, and 
thereby offer the same computing 
options to students and faculty alike.
This is just one of the numerous com­
puter and Internet activities available 
to La Salle students. Even the Con­
nelly Library may be found on the 
WWW. Its highly sophisticated elec­
tronic card catalogue may be accessed 
over the Internet. Plans are being
made to spread Internet connections 
to the individual dorm rooms. Upon 
enrollment, every student is given his 
or her own Electronic Mail (E-mail) 
accounts so that they may correspond 
with other people by way of the com­
puter. Faculty are all given E-mail 
accounts so the opportunity exists to 
exchange messages with their stu­
dents. The classes required by each 
major offered at La Salle include ex­
tensive use with computers. English 
majors, as well as accounting majors, 
are required to use both spreadsheet 
programs like Microsoft Excel, as 
well as word processing applications 
such as Microsoft Word. Despite 
their majors, all La Salle students are 
required to be instructed in multiple 
computer applications such as these.
Thus, La Salle University provides 
numerous opportunities to its stu­
dents when dealing with the Internet. 
Through LAN’s, the University’s 
computer system is interconnected 
and allows students to use the WWW 
no matter which University com­
puter they are using on campus. 
Even if they are off campus and have 
access to the WWW through Amer­
ica On-Line or similar services, peo­
ple can explore La Salle’s Home Page 
at: http://www.lasalle.edu. A mul­
titude of opportunities exists, and La 
Salle supplies all o f them.
PARENTS SET GOALS FOR RECORD GIVING
$115 ,000  and 1,000 Donors 
Targets for 1996 Effort
La Salle’s parents have set the goal of 
raising $115,000 from 1,000 parents 
for their portion of the Annual Fund 
Drive by June 30th. As of March 
25th, we are well on our way to that
goal. At this writing, 790 parent gifts 
for a total of $50,000 have been re­
ceived. Our sincere gratitude to 
those parents who have made contri­
butions and we urge those who ha­




La Salle University’s influx of fresh­
man students was accomplished with­
o u t com prom ising  academ ic 
standards, according to a study pub­
lished by the University’s Office of 
Institutional Research. The Class of 
1999, 742 strong, the largest fresh­
man class in six years, averaged 1026 
(national average: 910) on the SAT 
scores, a popular indicator of readi­
ness for college work.
Pete’s Neat
Pete Paranzino, La Salle’s barber-in- 
residence since 1939, has served the 
university community with loyalty 
and expertise that have won him cam- 
pus-wide respect. 82 years young, 
“Pete,” makes a daily round trip be­
tween La Salle and his home in South 
Philadelphia. Mild-mannered and 
optimistic, he has cut the hair of thou­
sands of students and seen dozens of 
changes in style preference come and 
go over the years. The Beatles, who 
ushered in the long hair era, are 
named as his personal antagonists; 
graduation time, when students pre­
pare to enter “the real world,” is his 
busiest and most joyful period of the 
year.
Chair Named
Dr. Patricia L. Gerrity, an Associate 
Professor with 20 years of practical 
and educational experience in nursing, 
has been named to the Independence 
F oundation  N ursing Education 
Chair, adding the dimension of public 
health nursing to the La Salle curricu­
lum.
Dr. Gerrity, a member of the Nursing 
faculty since 1983, has specialized in 
the area of public health. In 1991, she 
founded La Salle’s Neighborhood 
Nursing Center, currently operating 
two clinics within the surrounding 
community. She regards the Chair 
appointment, made possible through 
a grant to the School of Nursing, as an 
opportunity to continue, in depth, 
work she has already been doing.
Student Admissions
Student Admissions Representatives 
(SARs), selected from student appli­
cants, have been hired by the univer­
sity to assist the Admission Office in 
the recruitment of students. Under 
the direction of Admissions Coun­
selor Brian Williams, the SARs will 
conduct campus tours and maintain 
communication with the prospective 
students they host.
New Director
This fall, La Salle announced the ap­
pointment of Edward Nickerson as 
Director of Technology, a position 
established to consolidate the Admin­
istrative and Academic Computing 
departments and to develop and up­
date the university’s Information 
Technology and Operational Plan to 
provide all students access to the best 
technology available.
Possessing experience with the federal 
government (United States Navy) 
and with the business world, Nicker­
son brings enthusiasm and commit­
ment to his new position. He is 
already striving to make students 
aware of the information accessible by 
computer, and to establish an effec­
tive, campus-wide E-mail system.
Career Planning
La Salle University’s Career Planning 
Office provides a variety of services 
designed to help students make in­
formed decisions about majors, expe­
riential education and career options. 
But that’s not all - Career Planning 
also has strong relationships with For­
tune 500 companies, private industry, 
non-profit organizations, and health 
care agencies. By keeping a pulse on 
current local and national employ­
ment trends and specific job opportu­
nities, the Career Planning staff not 
only puts graduating seniors in touch 
with employers, but also creates op­
portunities for undergraduate stu­
dents seeking experiential education 
through internships, co-ops and sum­
mer jobs.
25 Years of Women
The fall semester marked the 25th 
anniversary o f  the admission of 
women to La Salle University. The 
first co-ed class graduated in 1974. 
To commemorate this anniversary, 
the Alumnae Club, a subsidiary of the 
Alumni Association, honored four 
outstanding women of La Salle: Mary 
P. Higgins, Esq., ‘79, who specializes 
in commercial real estate law, serves as 
an executive of the Philadelphia Bar 
Association and is a member of the 
Board of Trustees at La Salle Univer­
sity and Manor Junior Colleges; Mari­
anne Salmon Gauss, ‘75, an Assistant 
Professor of Management at La Salle; 
Kelly Ann Burke, ‘93, a La Sallian 
Volunteer, currently located at a clinic 
in New York after spending a year 
working at St. Joseph’s School in 
Greenville, M ississippi; and Dr. 
Minna Weinstein a former history 
professor at La Salle.
Welcome '96 Alumni!
Members of the Class of 1996, will be 
officially welcomed into the La Salle 
Alumni Association on Friday, May 
10 at 4 p.m. in the Rodden Theatre, 
in La Salle’s first Alumni Induction 
Ceremony.
Faculty and administration of La Salle 
instituted the first-ever Alumni Induc­
tion Ceremony to celebrate graduation. 
Upon acceptance in the La Salle 
Alumni Association, our alumni are 
ready for informed service and pro­
gressive leadership in their communi­
ties and are able to  fulfill the 




A new era begins for the Men’s Base­
ball team as the Explorers enter the 
1996 season in a new league with a 
new head coach and an almost com­
pletely new pitching staff. The Ex­
plorers enter the always tough 
Atlantic 10 Conference and the op­
portunities to renew local rivalries 
with Temple and St. Joseph’s await. 
They will be led by new head coach 
Frank DiMichele, who moves up af­
ter five years an Explorer assistant 
coach. The 1984 La Salle graduate 
and former hurler will be assisted by 
Marc Iacovelli, class of 1992, who 
returns for his seventh year, and Bill 
Artz, class of 1992, a former four- 
year starter. Cautious optimism ex­
ists as the Explorers seek to continue 
last year’s momentum when they fin­
ished the last two-thirds of the season 
with a 17-11 record and a berth in the 
MCC tournament.
Under first-year coach Harold Con­
way, the Women’s Tennis team ex­
pects to experience growth as the 
young squad takes the court. The 
team will look to the remaining up­
perclassmen for leadership, but will 
count heavily on the freshmen and 
sophomores. After completing the 
fall season, the squad hopes to 
bounce back and showcase a new and 
stronger look this spring.
Security Updates
During the past year La Salle Security 
has implemented extra security meas­
ures to reinforce visibility. La Salle 
University employs Philadelphia Po­
lice Officers to patrol the Olney Ave­
nue corridor of the campus, Monday 
thru Friday from 3:00PM-11:00PM 
during the school year. The police 
officers maintain close communica­
tion with La Salle Security Officers 
during these hours. Secondly, we- 
have expanded our bike patrol unit 
with additional officers/equipment
from three to six bicycles permitting 
us to magnify coverage of the cam­
pus. Thirdly, our special patrol ve­
hicle that stays highly visible during 
the hours of 3:00PM-3:00AM on the 
Olney Avenue corridor. This vehicle 
also makes escorts as requested and 
responds to any incidents reported in 
the vicinity of Olney Avenue. This 
vehicle is in addition to our current 
vehicle which patrols around the 
clock.
A LETTER TO PARENTS
Dear Parents:
As the parents of a La Salle University senior, we have seen first hand how 
parents’ generosity contributes to the quality education received here at La Salle. 
The Parents’ Association is again appealing to your generosity' to ensure the 
continued high standards our students have come to expect and deserve.
With this newsletter, you will find a return envelope for a gift to the Parents 
Annual Fund Campaign. This special yearly drive assists La Salle in aquiring 
state of the art equipment, strengthening the library and enhancing research 
opportunities on campus. These programs will make an immediate difference 
to your son or daughter while at La Salle and also in their future careers.
In making your decision to contribute to the Annual Fund this year, consider 
making the most generous gift you can afford. $500, $250, or even $50, (the 
cost of one college textbook in the library) will make a significant difference 
in the college career of your child. With the support of parents like you, La 
Salle will continue to offer the quality education that has become synonymous 
with the University.
As Chaircouple of the Parents’ Association, we express our gratitude to those 
who have already sent their gift. We invite those who have not, to join us in 
participating in this most important fund drive.
As we step down from this honorable position, we thank you for giving us the 
opportunity to serve this fine institution. It has been a pleasure working with 
such fine parents and students. We, along with our son Bill, wish you and 
your family all the gratification we have obtained from our experience at La 
Salle University.
Best wishes and God bless you.
Bill and Marie Jones
Chaircouple of the 1994-1996 Parents’ Committee
P.S. Please make your gift by Graduation, May 12th!
LA SALLE UNIVERSITYACADEMIC CALENDAR 1996
SPRING SESSION, 1 9 9 6
April 29 to May 3
Final examinations: Undergraduate Day 
May 10 - Alumni Induction 
May 11 - Baccalaureate Liturgy 
May 12 - Commencement
SUMMER SESSIONS, 1996
May 6 - May Session classes begin
May 20 - Summer I Day and Evening 
classes begin
May 27 - Memorial Day holiday
July 1 - Summer II Day and Evening 
classes begin
July 4 - Independence Day holiday
Development Office 951-1540
Brother Andrew Bartley 
Parents’ Coordinator - 951-1881
FALL SEMESTER, 1 9 9 6
August 26 to 28
Undergraduate in-person registration
September 3 - Classes begin -. 
Undergraduate Day and Evening
October 20 - Academic Convocation
October 28 and 29 
Mid-semester holidays
November 27 to 29 
Thanksgiving holidays: 
Undergraduate Day





Career Planning 951-1075 
Admission Office 951-1500
Rest In Peace
We remember the following members of 
the La Salle Family (teachers, parents, 




John W. Thomas, d .d .s.
John F. Gibbons 
Marie A. Campisi 
Raymond E. Foran 
Blanche Smith 
Christian Sorensen, Sr.
Walter A. Ramshaw 
Thomas Hassall 
Michael McHenry, Sr.
Dr. Alan Harrison Bohl 
Richard Singleton 
Armel Massimini 
Prof. Melvin Woods 
Marilyn Henry 
William Hutchinson 
Myrtle Saxman Butler Deeney 
John Coyle
Kathleen Bartley Medioano 
Bernadette Jackominic 
Corinthia E. Dutton 
Chanell N. Abernathy 




Financial Aid - 951-1070
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Friday, May 10,1996 
Alumni Induction - 4:00pm 
Dan Rodden Theatre
Saturday, May 11,1996 
Baccalaureate Mass - 3:30pm 
Cathedral Basilica SS. Peter and Paul 
18 th and the Parkway
Faculty-Graduate Reception 
5:30 to 7:30pm 
La Salle University Campus
Sunday, May 12,1996 
Commencement - 1:00pm 
Philadelphia Civic Center 
Convention Hall
